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“Be still, and know that I am God” Psalm 46:10 
 
June 1, 2020 
 
Dear St. Mark family, 
 

 These are indeed strange times that we are experiencing.  We have encountered an incredible number 
of changes to life as we knew it before the coronavirus pandemic.  I know changes such as these can cause 
countless stresses that are manifested in many ways.  I want you to know that amid all things, God is still with 
us, and that nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God’s got this and every situation, 
and He has YOU!   
 

I wanted update everyone on a number of important things that you should know are happening with 
our family of faith. 
 

First, Our CELEBRATIONS!   
- St. Mark has hired an administrative assistant.  Anne Hanley has accepted the position and will be 
   joining our ministry team soon. 
- Vicar Scott Faith has completed another class in his journey to become ordained as a Specific Ministry 
   Pastor. 
- Alisha and Aaron Schimm are expecting another child.   
- The roof work that needed to be done at church should be completed by the time you are reading 
   this. 
 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow!  God is good even in difficult times! 
 

Second, Our FUTURE... 
 The New Testament word used for church is ‘eclassia’.  It means a gathering of people.  God’s people 
have always gathered during difficult times to worship with prayer and praise.  We don’t know 100% what 
that will look like in the future, but here is the beginning and basics of the plan at the moment. 

- We will resume offering in-person worship beginning June 7, 2020. This may change so be sure to     
   check the church website, Facebook page, and watch for email updates.  If you have not gotten 
   emails from St. Mark, please send an email to sml.muskegon@yahoo.com. 
- Two services will be offered on Sundays at 8:30 and 10:30 am. 
- CDC guidelines for safety of churches will be followed and surpassed. 
- Services will last no longer than 35 minutes.  Available seating will be marked off. 
- 8:30 service will be in the Sanctuary with no more than 30 people.  (This is less than the 25% capacity 
   permitted for our space)  
- 10:30 service will be in the Fellowship Hall with no more than 30 people. 
- In order to be sure we have proper numbers, signing up for worship on the church website will be 
   required.  



- Masks are strongly encouraged for the welfare and sake of others.  Disposable masks will be available 
   if you do not have one to wear. 
- Online worship is here to stay!  I know it is not the best, but I have just been using my phone!  We will 
   make it better with some help and time. Please be patient with us. 
- Saturday worship is on hold for the time being for sanitization challenges between Saturday and 
   Sunday. 
- Videos will be posted to website and social media this week about what to expect if you plan to come 
   for worship at church.  

 

Third, Our PRAISE and THANKSGIVING... 
 St. Mark did qualify and receive the federal PPP loan to help though these difficult times.  I want to also 
thank so many of you who have continued to support the ministry of our church at this time.   The generous 
and giving people of St. Mark congregation have beautifully expressed your commitment and love for Christ 
and his Bride, the church.  I am in awe of how God blesses and His children respond.  THANK YOU! 
 These are hard times for so many people  If you are looking for a local charity to support, please 
consider the Muskegon Rescue Mission, 1715 Peck St., Muskegon, MI 49415.  Just write ‘MRM Pantry’ on the 
memo line of your check.  The needs are as great as ever, and our help is greatly appreciated.  Thank you. 
 

Lastly, CONNECTING... 
 Please let us know of any new or changed contact information.  You can call the church and leave a 
message or submit changes on our website using the ‘contact’ link.   
 We are offering private family group communion twice a week for now.  You may call or text me at 
(231) 329-4994 to schedule a time on Thursdays between 9 am and 12 noon, or on Sundays between 5 and 7 
pm.   

I love hearing how you are connecting with each other and how many have been longing to be 
together again.  We will proceed forward cautiously and carefully, respecting everyone’s decisions in these 
times.  May God’s grace rule our hearts and minds toward one another, as we love as we have been loved!   
 

As always, peace and joy in Christ, 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Mark E. Gilson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Together, With Faith, We Can!” 

 
 


